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Attached, please find Catron County’s comments concerning the Mexican Gray Wolf Release and
Translocation Proposal.
 
Thank you,
 
Linda Cooke
Clerical Assistant
Catron County Commission
P. O. Box 507
Reserve, New Mexico 87830
Linda.Cooke@catroncountynm.gov
(575) 533-6423
(575) 533-6433 Fax
 
 
Life is not about waiting for the storms to pass . . . it’s about learning to dance in the rain.
 
Vivian Greene
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RE: Initial Release and Translocation Proposal for 2017 Concerning the MexiLcan Gray'
Wolf


Thank you firr the opportunity to comment on "lniti"al Releases and Translocation Proposal ftrr
2017 C)ottcelning the Mexican Gray Wolf'.


The Catr,on County Commission has several concerns regarding the release of Mexican wolves
on settled landscape. Mexican wolves are able to tavel throughout CatronL and there is not a
location iin which released Mexican wolves cannot encounter homes with srmall childrren, preople.
commllnitiei;, pets" and livestock.


It l'ras been stated that there is a neecl fbr more Mex,ican wolf releases and pup cross firstered to
add morer genetic vigor into the recoverl, population. Yes. there is definitely a real genetic:
problem witlh Mexican wolves. This genetic problem is due to all the fbunders being rclated and
inbred ca.using the lack of vigor to re-produce offspring that are strong enough and/or healthy
enough 1.o lirre through the winter. lf Mexican wolves were fit andlor healt;hy'enough, hundreds
of wolves wculd be roaming the landscape since their first release in 1998, No matter how rnany
captive vroh'es are release. the genetic problems will remain the same regardless of the
appearance ofdenial to this aspect"


Last yeal wolf M1130 was released in Arizona, it taveled from it release point to the town o1'
Reserve. Ne'w Vlexico. It was standing in the middle of State Road 12 on the Northern edge of
the Village of Reserve when a New Mexico Fish and Game officer hazed it until the rnove,d o11'
the paved roadway. Wolf Ml130 traveled within a short distance away to an occupie,d trailer
and approacXred very close to a yourrg man who was staying there. He then traveled to an area
Norlh/East of Luna, New Mexico in Catron County approaching within 15 l'eet of a persort
catching minnows in a creek and sta.red at the man. 


'Ihis 
incident scared the rnan, who movecl


backwards away from the wolf, but the wolf again moved toward the man. this time zrbout 30
feet awarr. l'his interaction scared the man he leflt the area watched the wolf as he went.
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This wolf (Ml130) than a 12 yeu old girl riding her horse. This spooked the horse
causing it to rear, and
wolf running on it heals,
to her mother that a wolf


ws.


ng her tp drop the rain. The horse ran back to the house, with the
th the $irl hanging desperately to the saddle horn while she screamed
rs after her.


Wolf MI130 then a hopse where 2 small children (ages 5, and2l12) lived. The2112
year old boy went to feed r petg and, the child yelled to his mother that his uncle's dog was in
the yard, when the morther
staring at him. Due to the
MI130 should have never
for our children bv the US


out she saw wolf M1130. which was 30 feet from the child
umberdus incidents wolf M1130 had to be lethally removed. Wolf


n rel$ased and these incidents show a continuing lack of concern


There have been several f- chil{ incidents in the past and the Catron County Commissron
will not tolerate bold habi
that seek out humans and


wQlves confronting our children. Habituated Mexican wolves
uge area must not be eligible for wolf recovery.


Catron County is opposed
Also, Catron County is op


any \ 4olves being released from captivity due to their habituation.
to re-released Mexican wolves into Catron County because of


their historv of nuisance or depredation behavior.


Ninety-nine percent (99%)
County continues to suffer
depredations.


f all i\r{exican Wolves are in Catron County, New Mexico. Catron
lf hupan interactions, as well as numerous pet, and livestock


Mexican Woltlivestock atidns have not decreased. and manv ranchers are suffering a
very high number ot'rnissi calveN with wolf presence.


The Catron County Comm n opposes any and all releases of Mexican wolves, re-releases or
cross fostering of pups. C n Cofrnty citizens have suffered enough and it is high time the
USFWS put some positive ilve measures in place to protect our people.


The Catron County Comm n rQquest that the New Mexico Game Commission stand firm and
not authorize or permit
in New Mexico.


wplf to be released, translocation or the cross fostering of pups


SincerelV,/


4t
Glyn Griffin
Chair. Commissioner Dist.
Catron County Commissi
P.O. Box 507
Reserve, N.M. 87830
575-533-6423






